
RFR - OPTIONAL SPECIFICATIONS

The following RFR provisions may appear in Commonwealth competitive procurements conducted under
801 CMR 21.00:

Multiple Department Procurement/Limited User Contracts. Departments reserve the right to include an
option for other named departments to purchase services or commodities under the same terms of the
contract.  Should departments exercise this option, bidders will be required to specify their ability to extend
services to other departments and the rates to be used. This department will execute contracts on behalf of
all of the participating departments with the selected bidder(s).

Single Department Procurement/Multiple Department User Contracts. This department reserves the right to
include an option for other departments to purchase services or commodities under the same terms of the
contract.  Should departments exercise this option, bidders will be required to specify their ability to extend
services to other departments and the rates to be used. Other departments may execute separate contracts
with awarded bidders.

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). The Commonwealth encourages contractors to use EFT for payments.  This
is a benefit to the contractors as well as the Commonwealth.  EFT ensures quick payment directly to
contractors and saves both parties the cost of processing checks.  Bidders may enroll in EFT by completing
the Authorization for Electronics Funds Payment Form included in this RFR.

Prompt Payment Discounts.  Bidders are encouraged to offer discounts in exchange for an expedited
payment. Payments may be issued earlier than the general goal of within 30 days of receipt of the invoice
only when in exchange for discounted prices. Payment periods listed in a Contract of less than forty-five
(45) days from the date of receipt of an invoice shall be effective only to enable a department to take
advantage of early payment incentives and shall not subject any payment made within the forty-five (45)
day period to a penalty.

Environmentally Preferable Products and Services. The department and contractor (s) may negotiate during
the contract term to permit the substitution or addition of Environmentally Preferable Products (EPPs)
when such products are readily available at a competitive cost and satisfy the department’s performance
needs.

Estimated Provisions. The Commonwealth makes no guarantee that any commodities or services will be
purchased from any contract resulting from this RFR. Any estimates or past procurement volumes
referenced in this RFR are included only for the convenience of bidders, and are not to be relied upon as
any indication of future purchase levels.

Brand Name or Equal.  Unless otherwise specified in this RFR, any reference to a particular trademark,
trade name, patent, design, type, specification, producer or supplier is not intended to restrict this RFR to
any manufacturer or proprietor or to constitute an endorsement of any commodity or service, and the
department may consider clearly identified offers of substantially equivalent commodities and services
submitted in response to such reference.

Alternatives.  A response which fails to meet any material term or condition of the RFR, including the
submission of required attachments, may lose points or be deemed unresponsive and disqualified.  Unless
otherwise specified, bidders may submit responses proposing alternatives which provide equivalent, better
or more cost effective performance than achievable under the stated RFR specifications.  These alternatives
may include related commodities or services that may be available to enhance performance during the
period of the contract.  The response should describe how any alternative achieves substantially equivalent
or better performance to that of the RFR specifications.   The department will determine if a proposed
alternative method of performance achieves substantially equivalent or better performance.  The goal of
this RFR is to provide the best value of commodities and services to achieve the procurement goals of the
department.  Bidders that propose discounts, uncharged commodities and services or other benefits in



addition to the RFR specifications may receive a preference or additional points under this RFR as
specified.

Contractors may also propose alternatives for equivalent, better or more cost effective performance than
specified under the Contractor’s original response to enable the department to take advantage of enhanced
technologies, commodities or services which become available during the term of the contract.

Debriefing Optional specification for non-POS RFRs. Non-successful bidders may request a debriefing
from the department. Department debriefing procedures may be found in the RFR. Non-successful bidders
aggrieved by the decision of a department must participate in a debriefing as a prerequisite to an
administrative appeal.

Year 2000 Compliance for Commodities and Services RFRs.  Bidders must represent and warrant that the
information technology for this contract is year 2000 compliant. Year 2000 compliant means information
technology that accurately processes date/time data (including but not limited to calculating, comparing and
sequencing) from, to and between the twentieth and twenty-first centuries and the years 1999 and 2000,
including leap year calculations.  Furthermore, year 2000 compliant information technology, when used in
combination with other information technology, shall accurately process date/time data if the other
informational technology properly exchanges date/time data with it.  This warranty shall survive the
expiration or termination of this contract.

Year 2000 Compliance for Systems RFRs.  Bidders must represent and warrant that this system and all
interfaces to this system that the contract is providing, including but not limited to interfaces with other
systems and data entry interface for this system, are year 2000 compliant. Year 2000 compliant means
information technology that accurately processes date/time data (including but not limited to calculating,
comparing and sequencing) from, to and between the twentieth and twenty-first centuries and the years
1999 and 2000, including leap year calculations.  Furthermore, year 2000 compliant information
technology, when used in combination with other information technology, shall accurately process
date/time data if the other informational technology properly exchanges date/time data with it.  This
warranty shall survive the expiration or termination of this contract.


